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Educator 
suspected 
of looting 


subsidies 


Feds: School chief 
used food grants to 
fund lavish lifestyle 


By JASON MEISNER 
AND GREGORY PRATT 
Chicago Tribune 


Pamela Strain said she’d 
once dreamed of following in 
the footsteps of Clarence Dar- 
row, the legendary Chicago 
attorney known for champi- 
oning the underdog. 

Strain instead went into edu- 
cation, rising to become an 
elementary school principal in 
an impoverished neighbor- 
hood in Chicago before foun- 
ding her own charter school in 
the south suburbs serving un- 
derprivileged kids. 

But federal investigators say 
instead of championing the less 
fortunate, Strain has been 
stealing from the very pro- 
grams intended to help them. 

Court records made public 
this week show that Strain is 
suspected of using the small 
nonprofit school she founded 
in 2005 to loot as much as $2.7 
million in funds over a seven- 
year period, including money 
from federal school lunch sub- 
sidies and other grants de- 
signed to provide nutritious 
food to low-income children. 

Strain, 60, allegedly used the 
funds to pay for a lavish 
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Ill. doctors 
give pot a 
2nd opinion 


Medical use of 
drug touted as 
safer than opioids 


By ROBERT MCCOPPIN 
Chicago Tribune 


As a prominent Chicago 
surgeon, Dr. Charles Bush- 
Joseph sees them all too fre- 
quently: people who endure 
severe injuries or multiple sur- 
geries, only to become addicted 
to prescription painkillers. 

One patient who pleaded for 
help was on such strong drugs 
already that Bush-Joseph 
knew he couldn’t handle more 
surgery without dangerously 
high levels of opioids. 

But nine months later, the 
patient returned and told the 
doctor he’d replaced those 
powerful pain pills with anoth- 
er drug — marijuana. And after 
seeing the deadly damage opi- 
oids can do, Bush-Joseph said 
such cases have shown him 
that cannabis can be a safer 
alternative. 

“There’s a large group of 
patients who have chronic pain 
who rely on opioids? Bush- 
Joseph said. “Those are the 
patients who would benefit 
from medical cannabis.” 

Illinois’ medical community 
has been somewhat reluctant 
to publicly embrace medical 
marijuana in the two years 
since the state’s first dispensa- 
ries opened. 

But some physicians say the 
matter has taken on added 
urgency as the nation sinks 
deeper into an opioid crisis 
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Joshua Tepfer, left, of the Exoneration Project at the University of Chicago Law School, hugs Christo- 
pher Scott, one of 15 men cleared Thursday in cases tied to a police crew led by ex-Sgt. Ronald Watts. 


7 cops off street 
duties in fallout 


15 men cleared in cases tied to disgraced ex-boss 


BY MEGAN CREPEAU, 
JASON MEISNER 

AND JEREMY GORNER 
Chicago Tribune 


In a sudden about-face 
Thursday night, Chicago police 
said seven cops once part of an 
allegedly corrupt crew will be 
removed from street duties 
while their conduct years ago is 
investigated. 

The reversal came hours af- 
ter Cook County prosecutors 
threw out the convictions of 15 
men who were framed by the 
crew — led by former Sgt. 
Ronald Watts, who did prison 
time for shaking down drug 
dealers. 

Police spokesman Frank Gi- 
ancamilli said Thursday night 
that one sergeant and six offi- 
cers who worked with Watts 
have been placed on paid desk 
duty while an internal investi- 
gation is conducted. 

Asked earlier Thursday why 
several officers tied to Watts’ 
corrupt crew were still on the 
force, police Superintendent 
Eddie Johnson noted none had 
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Ronald Watts received a 22- 
month sentence in 2013 for a 
relatively minor federal charge. 


been convicted of a crime — 
unlike Watts. 

“They have due process and 
rights just like any citizen in this 
country,” he told reporters after 
his speech to the City Club of 
Chicago. “... But we just can’t 
arbitrarily take the job away 
from people.” 

Asked whether those officers 
might be taken off the streets 


while the department looks into 
the cases, Johnson said, “Once I 
get enough information, then 
that may be what happens. But 
right now... we are looking at it.” 

The superintendent did not 
address the lengthy internal 
affairs investigation that Chi- 
cago police conducted into both 
Watts and other officers on his 
team. 

Meanwhile, in the wake of 
the mass exoneration Thursday, 
attorneys vowed to continue to 
review potentially hundreds of 
convictions tied to Watts and 
his crew. 

The lead attorney for the 15 
men whose drug cases were 
thrown out said as many as 500 
additional convictions need to 
be checked out. 

“Tt needs to be investigated 
and vetted about how many of 
those are appropriate to over- 
turn? Joshua Tepfer told re- 
porters after the charges had 
been tossed. “We are very much 
in the process of doing that.” 

Mark Rotert, head of State’s 
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A tussle 
brewing 
for GOP’s 
tax plan 


Senate left to resolve 


key differences after 
version passes House 


By LISA MASCARO 
AND JIM PUZZANGHERA 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — House 
Republicans approved their 
sweeping tax-cut package 
Thursday, setting up a show- 
down with the Senate, where 
Republicans are struggling to 
win support for their own 
significantly different ap- 
proach. 

Senate GOP leaders, after 
making some revisions earlier 
this week, are facing mounting 
dissent and criticism that their 
tax plan favors corporations 
and the wealthy. An analysis by 
Congress’ bipartisan tax ex- 
perts on Thursday concluded 
the Senate plan would raise 
taxes for some of the poorest 
Americans by 2021. 

House Republicans had an 
easier time, passing their mea- 
sure by a vote of 227-205, 
though 13 Republicans voted 
no. 
Republicans hope to send a 
compromise bill for President 
Donald Trump to sign by 
Christmas. 

Democrats were unified 
against the plan, and the GOP 
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A radio anchor said she was 
groped and kissed by Al Franken. 


Franken 
apologizes 
in 2006 
groping 


Lawmakers urge 
ethics probe after 
claims on USO tour 


By CATHLEEN DECKER 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Sen. Al 
Franken apologized Thursday 
after a Los Angeles radio show 
anchor said that he had forcibly 
kissed her and later groped her 
ona2006 USO tour, and amid a 
blizzard of criticism said that 
he would “gladly cooperate” 
with a Senate ethics committee 
investigation into his actions. 

“I respect women. I don’t 
respect men who don’t,” said 
Franken, a Minnesota Democ- 
rat who joined the Senate in 
2009 after a career as a come- 
dian. “And the fact that my own 
actions have given people a 
good reason to doubt that 
makes me feel ashamed.” 

Leeann Tweeden, a news 
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Spee Tom Skilling’s forecast High 48 Low 43 


Chicago Weather Center: 


Complete forecast on back of A+E 
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From Thanksgiving to Friendsgiving, 
Mariano's is your holiday headquarters. 
WE'RE OPEN 6AM-3PM THANKSGIVING DAY! `- 
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